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Instructions to Authors 
Editoria l policy : The loumal will publish the following lypes of art icles in Ihc 
fie ld of Botany: Resffllrl.:h urtides: All contribullons must be based on a nginal reo 
search, must not be under consideration for publication elsewhere, and should con-
~t i lule a definite advance in knowledge in that field. The manuscript ~hould 
usually (a) ~[(l!e a problem or hypotheSIS, (b) describe how reproducible data was 
obtained to answer the problem or test the hypothesis. and (e) come to il conclu-
sion. (The fact Ihat nobody has ever looked at an aspect such as the chemical com-
positIOn or morphology or ~pecies composition or any other aspect of a plant or 
group of plants will nol qualify a manuscript on that Lopic for publicatlon unless it 
leads to a siglllfican! advance in our scientific knowledge.) Short wmmul1iwtio1!.\': 
The same requm:ments as for research articles apply, but short research anicles 
~hould contain new and meanmgful results which warrant urgent publication and 
which may appear in a more comprehensIVe article at a later stage. RCl'iewllrlides: 
These win be accepted If the reviewer summarizes and critically evaluate~ the data 
of other workers and (a) comes [0 new conclUSIOns regarding the prob lem~ inves-
tigated or (b) ind1cates a gap in our knowledge, whlch requires addllional rc.~earch . 
Contributors are advised to send the SCientific EdJtor an outline before wfi tlOg a 
rev iew paper. Book reviews: Concl.~e obJecllve evaluatIOn of books which have 
recently been published will be soliclled by the Scientific Editor. uttt'rs 10 Ihe 
£di/or: Cntici.~m or comments on any art icles that have recently appeared in Ihe 
S. Afr. J. 00/. will be published at the discretion of the SCientific Editor. 
ContnbUlions published in the Jmmw/ beeome the copyright o f the South Afri· 
can Association of Botanists and the National BOlanical lnslitute. but authors bear 
sole responsibility for the factual accuracy of their papers. 
All papers will be criticaily reviewed by two or more rererees on whose advice 
the Editonal Committee will act:ept or reject contributions. All refereemg is 
strictly confidential. 
Authors should quote manuscript numbers in all correspondence and should 
note that, due to storage problems, the manuscript may be destroyed 12 months 
after the article ha:o; been published. Ir authors want Lheir original drawUlgs back 
they should indIcate this in a letter accompanymg the final manuscript or contact 
the Copy-Editor directly not later than six month.~ after publication. 
Presen la tion : ContributiOn:<; must be wntten in Engl i.~h. Manuscripts must be 
typed on A4 paper, using one-aud·a·half or double spacmg, with a 30-mm margin 
on the left .~i de . Care should be taken that a type is used where leiters do not touch 
each other. 3o~ final manuscripts are read by an optical st:anner. Underlining thaI 
touc hes the letters should also be avoided - words should rather be typed in italics. 
Four clear copies must be submiucd. /flhl.' arlie/e was oriKinafed fin a computer, 
pletlsl.' aIm supply (I (:op.\" of the diskette whl.'n the filial revisioll is suhmilfed. Tile 
program used .~II/Juld he indiClIlell OIl the diskette itself. logether with tile numu· 
.iCript Ilumher flf the arlit-Ie. Photographs must be submitted in quadruplicate. In 
the case of line drawings the original plus three clear photocopies WIll suffice. The 
origi nal set should be marked as such. 
The lay-out should confonn to the following sequence: Title page with title, 
authors name{s), add ress(e.~). e-mail addrl.'ss , both abst racts, keywords, and then, 
beglOning on a new page, Introduction. Matenals and Melhods. Results, Discus-
sion, Acknowledgements and References. Tables (each on a separate page), 
captions for figures (grouped together) and the figures should then follow. In the 
case of a short communication, no headings other than Acknowledgements and 
References should be used. AU pages must be numbered consecutively , including 
the tit le page and those containing references, tables and captions for figures . 
T itle: This should be as concise 3o~ possible and appropriately informative for 
retrieval by modern searching techniques. Except in the ca.~e of cenain taxonom1C 
papers, the names of taxa sho uld be used without author citations. 
A uthor(s): Names sho uld be preceded by initials only, but in some cas~s one fi rst 
nalOe may be given. The initials should then be gI ven at the bottom of the page, to 
be used in the contents lisl. Should an author's address have changed since thl: 
research was carried OUt, the new address must be given as a footnote. 
Abst rac ts· All articles must contain an abstract which should be a concise sum-
mary o f the article in not more than 200 words. T he title should not be repeated . 
Abslracts should only contain information appearing in the paper. Name.~ of taxa 
together with their autho r citation should appear 1O the abstract unless there are too 
many in which case only the important taxa should be mentioned. 
K eyw ords : ApprOXimately five keywords for the article must be provided in 
English in alphabetical o rder. 
Introductio n : The introduction should outline the problem 1O general and make 
clear the object of the work reported. References to previous work are pennissible 
only if they bear directly on the subject of the article or point to the need for further 
IOvestigalion. A detai led and extensive review of the literature is usually in-
appropriate. 
P r ocedures or M eth od s: These should be described briefly bul in suffiCient 
detail to allow repetition of the work. It is frequently importaOl to mention the 
source of materials used, especially of living organisms. Accepted nomenclature 
and abbreviations may be used for standard methods, chemical compounds, 
hormones, enzymes, ctc. A reference is suffici ent for a previously described 
method unl ess the principle involved is not self-evident, in which case it should 
be indicated. 
Results : The main res ults sho uld be stated 10 the text. with references to any 
tables, diagrams or illustrations where the supporting eVidence is to be found. The 
same applies to any special features or incidental results considered to be of inter· 
est. It is not necessary to describe the contents or tables in the text. 
Discussion or Conclusio n s: These headings are somellmes not needed. The 
second is appropnate when the conclUSIOns frolO the work can bl: conveyed In a 
few .~entences . Under the fi rst heading. thc pnnclpal result); should be crtt lcall y 
discussed in logical order and Ihe concl USIons from Ihem should be staled: ft:sult.~ 
thaI suggest new lines of study should be pOlllted OUl: allentlon may be drawn to 
Ihe implications of the result); and to agrcemenl.~ or dlsagreemen1.~ wHh previou~ 
work. The Discussion should not consist merely of a repetition III a different order 
of the contents of preceding sections. 
Acknowledgem ent'l: Acknowledgcments should be kept to the Ol!ll1mUm com· 
patible with the reqUirements uf courtesy. 
References : References III the tex.t should be clled as f()llow.~ 'Jones and Mitchell 
(1974) stated . .' or ' ... (Jones & Mitchell 197-,)' , when givl1lg a reference simply 
a~ authority for a statement. Use the name of Ihe fir.~ t author followed by el (II. 
when the complcte citatIOn involves more than two author~ . A IJ.~t of pubhcatiom 
10 which reference h3o~ been made in the text must be present t!d alphilbt!tically 
accord ing to authors' names and chronologIcally under each author. with a. b. c. 
etc. when morc than one reference per year from the same author(~) IS mvolved A 
personal communication mu.~t be confined to the 'text and not be included in thc 
list of references. In the Itst. authors' name~ ~hould be typed in capllals a); mdl-
cated below. Only the abbreviated titlc.~ uf jou mal.~ followi ng the latest edit ion of 
the World List IIf SClentijic Periudicols, wnllcn in lIahcs. mu~t be given. Latin 
name.~ should also be given in italics. Examples: 
CODD. L.E. 1975. Ple .... tranlhus (Labiatae) and allted genera in s()uthem Arnca. 
Bm!talia I I : 371-142. 
JONES, E.P., SMITH, P. & MASTERS. Q. 197-1 . Methods in photosynthesIs. In: 
Methods III plant phYSIOlogy, cd. l.P Sykes. 2nd edn. Vol. II. Ch. R. pp. 335-
339. Longman, London. 
VILJOEN, P.1.c. 1953. The embryology 01 some weed specie~ . M.Sc. theSIS. 
University of Pretoria. PreIOn:l. 
Tables: These arc expensive 10 print and their number and size .~hould be kcpt to 
a minimum. The same data should not be presented in tables and graphs. Each 
table should be typed on a ~eparate sheet and should be numbered consecutively 
In order of appearance, using ArabIC numerals. Attention should be paid to the lim-
itations imposed by the size of the printl:c.1 page. Asterisk.~ shou ld only be used to 
denote statistically .~igniftcant differences. Lowcr case leiters used as .~uperscrJpts 
(e.g. a, h,~) shou ld be used 3o~ referellce.~ to fomnote.~. 
Illust ra tion s: The.~e should be submmed .~eparately from the text. The rules for 
numbering are the same a~ for tables. Photographs should be of a good quahty on 
glossy paper with clear details and adequate contra~t Drawings, diagrams. graphs 
etc. should be executed in black India ink on good-quali ty paper or ltacing fi lm. 
Photocopie.~ are usually unacceptable for fina l reprod uctIon. An Illustrat ion );hou ld 
not exceed twicc the linear dimenSIons desired m the final reproduction. Allow 
space fo r the caption when present ing a figure that will occupy a whole column or 
page. It is important that lines and symbols be drawn sufficiently boldly to with· 
stand reduction . The size of the lettering shoulc.l be chosen such thallhe leiters Will 
be about 1.8 mm high after reduction. Should an author wish a figure to be repro· 
duced without reduction. this should be indIcated on the back of the figure. It IS. 
however, recommended that use be made of .., scale bar on ftgures. All figures 
~hould bear on the reverse. writtcn in ~oft pencil. the lIaJOe of the author(~) and the 
figure number, 3o~ well as an arrow indicicating the top of the figure if necessary. 
Captions for figures mu~t be collected together and typed on a separate sheet 
headed 'Captions fo r Figures·. 
Taxonomic papers : The guidelines for taxonomic papers have been printed in 
Volume 53, No. I. Contributors may write LO the SCIentific Editor to oblain a copy 
of the requirements and should note th at contributions not written in accordance 
wi th the guideline.<; will not be considered for publication 
Gen e r a l: The complete scientific name (genus, species, author:o;) must be cited 
for every organism at the first mention In the text and if at all possible, authors 
(includ ing those reporting on experimental resu lts) shou ld refer to a voucher her· 
barium specime n o f the plant(s) concerned in a registcred herbarium. The generic 
name may thereafter be abbreviated to the initial except where intervening refer-
ences to other genera wilh the same mil ial could c:lU.~econfu.~ i on. Scient ific names 
of genera, species and subspcci fi c categorie.~ should be Iyped in Italics. Names of 
taxa above generic level are not italicized . Only S. 1. metric units with their multi-
ples and submultiples may be used , a.~ well a.~ those uni ts generally used together 
with the 5.1. units (e.g. I, ml, h, min). Foolnotes !ihould be aVOided as far 30<; possi-
ble by using parentheses in the mainlext. 
R eprints: 50 reprints of a full·length paper Will be supplied, and 25-50 reprints 
of short communications. Additional reprints can be ordered directly from the 
p rinters (see address on inside froOl cover). 
Manuscript administration: A page charge of R I25 per page is leVIed by the 
Bureau ror Scientific Publications. An account will accompany the page proofs. 
Under exceptional circumstances the page charge may be waived. Colour plates 
may be printed, but the author(s) wil l have to bear the costs. 
Manuscripts for publication s hould b e sub m itted to the Scientific Editor, 
P r of. J.N. E lofT, NBI, Private Bag XIOI , Pretoria, 0001 , South Africa. 
c· m a il: jneloff@medic.up.ac.za. 
